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The real party in interest is the assignee of the present 
application, ActivCard, of Suresnes Cedex France. 

II. RELATED APPEALS AND INTERFERENCES 
There are no related appeals or interferences . 

III. STATUS OF CLAIMS 
Claims 1-71 have been presented for examination. Claims 1-39 
have been canceled. Claims 40-71 are pending, stand finally 
rejected, and foam the subject matter of the present appeal. 

IV. STATUS OF AMENDMENTS 
The amendment filed after the final rejection of July 27, 
2005, has been entered for the purpose of appeal. 

V. SUMMARY OF THE SUBJECT MATTER CLAIMED 
Independent claim 40 defines a data processing system for 
performing authentications and business transactions. The system, 
as illustrated in Figs. 2A and 2B, includes: (1) a local client 210 
that supports a network connection, (2) an authentication server 
200 that performs a predetermined authentication policy and 
supports a network connection , and ( 3 ) an intelligent portable 



device 100 that supports a personal security device (PSD) 145, a 
device connection 230, and a network connection 225 (specification 
page 11, line 32, through page 12, line 2, and page 12, lines 13- 
20) . PSD 145 is functionally connected to intelligent portable 
device 100 and generates authentication information according to 
the predetermined authentication policy, which is associated with 
an identified user (page 7, lines 25-28) . Local client 210 and 
authentication server 200 are functionally connected to each other 
over a network connection 250 (page 11, lines 32-37) . The 
predetermined authentication policy is functionally stored within 
PSD 145 and authentication server 200 (page 12, lines 4-11, and 
page 13, lines 30-34) . The local client comprises an activator of 
an authentication according to the authentication policy between 
the PSD and the authentication server upon an action of the 
identified user on the local client (page 7, lines 25-28). 

Independent claim 53 defines a method for performing 
authentications and business transactions . The method includes 
networking an intelligent portable device 100 that functionally 
supports connecting a personal security device (PSD) 145 to an 
authentication server 200 using a network connection (Figs. 2A and 
2B and specification page 11, line 32, through page 12, line 2, and 
page 12, lines 13-20). A shared predetermined authentication 
policy is functionally stored in authentication server 200 and PSD 



145 (page 12, lines 4-11, and page 13, lines 30-34) . An 
authentication request is initiated on a local client 210 by an 
identified user associated with PSD 145 (page 7, lines 25-28) . The 
request is sent to authentication server 200 through a network 250 
connecting local client 210 and authentication server 200 (page 11, 
lines 32-34) , and the identified user is authenticated using the 
predetermined authentication policy between PSD 145 and 
authentication server 200 (page 13, lines 30-34) . Successful 
authentication allows the identified user to access the network for 
additional transactions (page 13 , lines 32-34) . 

Independent claim 65 defines an intelligent portable data 
processing device 100 for performing authentications and business 
transactions. As illustrated in Fig. 1A, intelligent portable data 
processing device 100 has a user interface 140, a display 140, a 
data processing means 130, a data storage means 135, a device 
connection 125, and a network connection 105, 110, 115, and 120 
(specification page 7, line 31, through page 9, line 24). A 
personal security device (PSD) 145 associated with an identified 
user generates authentication information according to a 
predetermined authentication policy that is shared with a remote 
authentication server 200 (page 7, lines 25-28) . Device 100 has a 
means 50, 100, 105, 110, 115, 120, 125, 130, and 135 for 
transferring to PSD 145 a request for authentication with 



authentication server 200 using the shared predetermined 
authentication policy if the request contains an identifier of the 
user (page 7, lines 25-36). 

The references above to the specification and drawings are for 
illustrative purposes only and are not intended to limit the scope 
of the invention to the referenced embodiments . 

VI. ISSUES 

Whether claims 40-58, 60-62, and 64-71 stand correctly 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. §102 (e) as anticipated by Sigaud (US 
6,657,956). Whether claim 63 stands correctly rejected under 35 
U.S.C. §103 (a) as unpatentable over Sigaud. Whether claim 59 
stands correctly rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103 (a) as unpatentable 
over Sigaud in view of Boyles et al . (US 6,738,901) . 

VII. GROUPING OF CLAIMS 
All of the pending claims stand or fall separately and 
independently of one another due to the features noted below that 
patently differentiate them from the applied art. 

VII. ARGUMENT 

It is submitted that the claimed subject matter defined by 
each of independent claims 40, 53, and 65 is not anticipated by the 
applied art. 
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A. Rejections of Claims 40-52 

To anticipate a claim, an applied reference must disclose 
every element and its identical arrangement with all other elements 
as defined in the claim. See MPEP §2131 , last paragraph; Verdegaal 
Bros. v. Union Oil Co. of California, 814 F.2d 628, 631, 2 USPQ2d 
1051, 1053 (Fed. Cir. 1987); and Richardson v. Suzuki Motor Co., 
868 F.2d 1226, 1236, 9 USPQ2d 1913, 1920 (Fed. Cir. 1989). The 
Appellants respectfully submit that Sigaud fails to disclose at 
least the feature recited in claim 40 of a local client that 
activates an authentication operation, according to an 
authentication policy shared and stored by a PSD and an 
authentication server, upon an action of a user on the local 
client . 

Sigaud discloses in Fig. 1 a client-server system that 
provides client-station access to an application server 30 and 31 
for a user possessing an authorized portable user object 22 and 
knowledge of a personal identification number (PIN) associated with 
portable user object 22 . To gain access to application: servers 30 
and 31 , the user inserts his portable user object 22 (e.g., a 
personal security device (PSD) ) into a reader 21 and types his PIN 
on an input terminal of user station 2 . A security processor 1 
interposed between user station 2 and application servers 30, 31 
cooperates with user station 2 to authenticate the user' s PIN and 
corresponding information obtained from the user' s portable user 



object 22 (see Sigaud abstract) . Upon being authenticated, the 
user may access an application on application server 30 and 31, via 
user terminal 2, that is authorized by his personal account. 

Claim 40 distinguishes over Sigaud' s disclosure in that the 
claimed authentication policy is shared and stored by a PSD and an 
authentication server and executed by these two devices upon an 
action of an identified user on a local client. By contrast, 
Sigaud discloses a shared authentication policy executed by a local 
client and an authentication server upon an action of an identified 
user on the local client. 

The Advisory Action proposes that Appellants incorrectly 
mapped the claimed features to those disclosed by Sigaud in 
traversing the final rejection applied to claim 40 (see Advisory 
Action section 2, lines 4-16). The Advisory Action further 
proposes that a correct mapping of the claimed features to Sigaud' s 
disclosure in Fig. 1 requires: (1) the claimed local client to be 
mapped to Sigaud' s security processor 1 , which the Advisory Action 
denominates as a computer station (section 2, lines 7-8) , (2) the 
claimed authentication server to be mapped to Sigaud' s application 
server-1 30 (section 2, line 8), and (3) the claimed intelligent 
portable device, containing a PSD, to be mapped to Sigaud' s user 
station 2 (section 2 f lines 9-10) . The Appellants disagree for the 
following reasons . 

Sigaud discloses that security processor 1 dialogues with one 



or more user stations 2 in a network and each of the user stations 
2 is equipped with a reader 21 for reading chip cards or PCMCIA 
cards 22 (Sigaud col. 3, lines 29-34) . Additionally, Sigaud 
discloses that security processor 1 is interposed at the junction 
of server-1 30 through server-N 31 and located within the same 
enclosure as servers 30 and 31 so as to protect these servers (col. 
3, lines 25-28) . 

Accordingly, the Advisory Action's proposed mapping 
necessarily controverts the claimed limitations . Sigaud repeatedly 
characterizes server-1 30 and server-N 31 as being remotely located 
with respect to the user stations 2 (see Sigaud col. 1, lines 55-61 
and 64-65, col. 2, lines 6-19, col. 3, lines 11-18, col. 4, lines 
52-59, and col. 5, line 8, 16-18, 24-26, 33-37, and 47-48). Also, 
Sigaud discloses that server-1 30 is located within the same 
enclosure as security processor 1 (col. 3, lines 25-28) . A 
security processor 1 located within the same enclosure as server 
30, which Sigaud discloses to be remotely located with respect to 
user stations 2 , cannot reasonably be characterized as a local 
client terminal that an end user operates, as proposed in the 
Advisory Action. Thus, the Advisory Action mis-characterizes the 
relationship between the two devices disclosed by Sigaud as local 
whereas Sigaud uniformly characterizes it as remote . The Advisory 
Action has ignored the polar opposite meanings of these words . 

Moreover, even if it were assumed, arguendo, that Sigaud' s 
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security processor and client terminals were co-located, a skilled 
artisan would recognize the term "client" to refer to a terminal 
that a user operates to gain access to a server through a network. 
Sigaud expressly discloses a security processor 1 interposed 
between user stations 2 and an application server 30 (Sigaud 
abstract and each independent claim) . Sigaud also discloses that 
security processor 1 has an initialization file that allows 
security "processor 1 to close the security connection established 
with a client station" (Sigaud col. 6, lines 15-24) . Accordingly, 
Sigaud' s explicit description of the system precludes the 
interpretation proposed in the Advisory Action that security 
processor 1 is a client terminal. 

The Advisory Action also proposes that Sigaud discloses 
storing a predetermined authentication policy in a smart card 22 
and an application server-1 30, which the Advisory Action 
characterizes as the claimed authentication server (Advisory Action 
section 2, lines 8 and 13-15) . By contrast to this proposal 
however, Sigaud actually discloses that security processor 1 and 
user station 2 share and execute the authentication policy. 

Specifically , Sigaud discloses that a user connects to a 
protected network by indicating the IP address of security 
processor 1 and the port number assigned to the application he 
wishes to use (Sigaud col. 4, lines 28-31) . Security processor 1 
searches in a table for a security script associated with the port 
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number sent: by user station 2 and then establishes a communication 
with a security application 27, contained in user station 2, so as 
to implement the security script for authenticating a portable user 
object 22 and the identification of the user through his PIN (col. 
4, lines 33-39, and col. 2, lines 54-55) . Sigaud further discloses 
that security application 27 is software stored within user station 
2 (see col. 6, line 15, Fig. 1, and col. 2, lines 54-55) and that 
the security script is contained in a table 161 stored by security 
processor 1 (col. 4, lines 63-65). 

Accordingly, Sigaud 7 s explicit description of the system 
eliminates the prospect that the authentication policy is stored in 
application server-1 30 and portable user object 22, as proposed in 
the Advisory Action. Although portable user object 22 may contain 
information used by an authentication policy, Sigaud expressly 
states, and illustrates in Fig. 1, that software security 
application 27 is stored in user station 2, rather than portable 
user object 22 as proposed in the Advisory Action. Similarly, 
security processor 1 shares the authentication policy of software 
security application 27, but application server-1 30 does not. 

The comments provided in section 3 of the Advisory Action seem 
to inadvertently crystallize the distinction between the subject 
matter defined by claim 40 and that disclosed by Sigaud. Sigaud 
discloses that a client station and an authentication processor 
execute a shared authentication process, rather than a PSD and an 
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authentication processor executing this process in accordance with 
a user activation on the client station, as recited in claim 40. 

And whether evaluated according to: (1) the opposing meanings 
of "remote" and "local," (2) the conventional meaning attributed to 
"client" by a skilled artisan in the relevant field, or (3) 
Si gaud' s expressly disclosed distinction between security processor 
1 and the "client" user station 2, the Advisory Action's proposal 
that security processor 1 is a local client terminal that a user 
operates to gain access to server-1 30 is unfounded. Sigaud 
expressly states that application server-1 30 and security 
processor 1 are enclosed within the same enclosure and remotely 
located with respect to the plurality of user stations 2 . A user 
never has contact with Sigaud' s security processor 1 and is only 
aware of its existence to the extent that something regulates his 
access to the content of application server-1 30 . Whether the 
functionality of security processor 1 is provided by a tangible 
component (e.g., hardware) or an intangible component (e.g., 
software) is irrelevant to the user, since he interfaces to the 
system through a tangible user station 2. As a result, a security 
application module (SAM) 151 within Sigaud' s security processor 1 
necessarily cannot activate an authentication operation upon an 
action of a user on security processor 1, as proposed in the 
Advisory Action (see Advisory Action section 2, lines 15-17) . 
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Simply stated, a user may act upon user station 2 in Sigaud' s 
system but cannot act on security processor 1 . 

In accordance with the above discussion, the Appellants 
respectfully submit that Sigaud does not anticipate the subject 
matter defined by claim 40. More specifically, Sigaud does not 
disclose the claimed feature of a local client that activates an 
authentication operation, according to an authentication policy 
shared and stored by a PSD and an authentication server, upon an 
action of a user on the local client. Therefore, for at least the 
above resons, reversal of the rejection of claim 40 and its 
dependent claims is warranted. 

Moreover, the dependent claims recite subject matter that 
provides an independent basis for their individual allowability. 
The applied art fails to teach or suggest at least the following 
subject matter of the dependent claims. Claim 41 is allowable for 
the further reason that it recites that the at least one local 
client is configured to support at least one device connection, and 
the intelligent portable device is functionally connected to the at 
least one local client through the at least one device connection 
of the at least one local client and further configured as a 
hardware device peripheral which allows the PSD to communicate the 
authentication information to the at least one authentication 
server using the at least one network connection of the at least 
one local client. Claim 42 is allowable for the further reason that 
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it recites that the device connection between the at least one 
local client and the intelligent portable device is selected from 
the group consisting of a direct connection, an optical connection, 
a wireless RF connection or an electro-acoustical connection. 
Claim 43 is allowable for the further reason that it recites that 
the predetermined authentication policy includes asynchronous 
authentication means, synchronous authentication means and 
cryptography means. Claim 44 allowable for the further reason that 
it recites that the system further comprises at least two local 
clients respectively functionally connected to at least two 
authentication servers over at least one network connection, 
wherein each of the at least two local clients is configured to 
support at least one device connection, and wherein the intelligent 
portable device is functionally connected to each of the at least 
two local clients through the at least one device connection of 
each of the at least two local clients and further configured as a 
hardware device peripheral. Claim 45 allowable for the further 
reason that it recites that the intelligent portable device is 
functionally connected to the at least one authentication server 
through at least one network connection and configured as an 
independent portable device which allows the PSD to communicate the 
authentication information to the at least one authentication 
server using the at least one network connection. Claim 46 
allowable for the further reason that it recites that the at least 
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one network connection between the at least one authentication 
server and the intelligent portable device is selected from the 
group consisting of a wireless RF network and a digital cellular 
network. Claim 47 is allowable for the further reason that it 
recites that the intelligent portable device is functionally 
connected to the at least one authentication server through at 
least two network connections over at least two networks, a first 
network connection being dedicated for sending a first portion of 
the authentication information and a second network connection 
being dedicated for sending a second portion of the authentication 
information. Claim 48 is allowable for the further reason that it 
recites that a plurality of network and device connections are 
facilitated using the intelligent portable device. Claim 49 is 
allowable for the further reason that it recites that the 
intelligent portable device is configured as a hardware device 
peripheral. Claim 50 is allowable for the further reason that it 
recites that the intelligent portable device is configured as an 
independent intelligent portable device. Claim 51 is allowable for 
the further reason that it recites that the predetermined 
authentication policy includes asynchronous authentication means 
and cryptography means. And claim 52 is allowable for the further 
reason that it recites that the predetermined authentication policy 
includes synchronous authentication means and cryptography means . 
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B. Rejections of Claims 53-64 

Appellants respectfully submit that Sigaud fails to disclose 
at least the features recited in independent claim 53 of performing 
authentications and business transactions by networking an 
intelligent portable device configured to support a functionally 
connected personal security device (PSD) , to at least one 
authentication server using a network connection , wherein a shared 
predetermined authentication policy is functionally stored in the 
at least one authentication server and the PSD; initiating an 
authentication request by an identified user on at least one local 
client, wherein the identified user is associated with the PSD; 
sending the request to the at least one authentication server, 
wherein the at least one local client and the at least one 
authentication server are functionally connected to each other by 
a network; authenticating the identified user using the 
predetermined authentication policy between the PSD and the at 
least one authentication server; and allowing the identified user 
access to the network following successful authentication for 
purposes of performing additional transactions . 

Sigaud fails to teach or suggest initiating an authentication 
request by an identified user on at least one local client, wherein 
the identified user is associated with a PSD, according to an 
authentication policy shared and stored by the PSD and an 
authentication server. 
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Accordingly, independent claim 53 distinguishes over Si gaud. 
Therefore, for at least the above reasons, reversal of the 
rejections applied to claim 53 and its dependent claims is 
warranted. 

Moreover, the dependent claims recite subject matter that 
provides an independent basis for their individual allowability. 
The applied art fails to teach or suggest at least the following 
subject matter of the dependent claims. Claim 54 is allowable for 
the further reason that it recites that the authentication request 
includes at least one unique identifier associated with the 
identified user. Claim 55 is allowable for the further reason that 
it recites that the at least one unique identifier is used by the 
at least one authentication server for locating and communicating 
with the intelligent portable device associated with the identified 
user. Claim 56 is allowable for the further reason that it recites 
that the at least one unique identifier is used by the at least one 
authentication server for locating and communicating with another 
intelligent portable device associated with a second level 
approver. 57 is allowable for the further reason that it recites 
that a plurality of authentications are facilitated using the 
shared predetermined authentication policy. Claim 58 is allowable 
for the further reason that it recites authentication of the 
identified user to the PSD by entry of a Personal Identification 
Number. Claim 59 is allowable for the further reason that it 
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recites authentication of the identified user to the PSD by entry 
of a biometric result. Claim 60 is allowable for the further reason 
that it recites that the entry is conducted using a user interface 
and display associated with the intelligent portable device. Claim 
61 is allowable for the further reason that it recites that the 
entry is conducted using a user interface and display associated 
with the at least one local client. Claim 62 is allowable for the 
further reason that it recites that exceeding a maximum number of 
attempts at authentication ends the authentication. Claim 63 is 
allowable for the further reason that it recites that the shared 
predetermined authentication policy includes asynchronous 
authentication and cryptography , and wherein exceeding a 
predetermined response time ends the authentication. Claim 64 is 
allowable for the further reason that it recites business 
transactions . 

C . Rejections of Claims 65-71 

To anticipate a claim, an applied reference must disclose 
every element and its identical arrangement with all other elements 
as defined in the claim. See MPEP §2131, last paragraph; Verdegaal 
Bros. v. Union Oil Co. of California, 814 F.2d 628, 631, 2 USPQ2d 
1051, 1053 (Fed. Cir. 1987); and Richardson v. Suzuki Motor Co., 
868 F.2d 1226, 1236, 9 USPQ2d 1913, 1920 (Fed. Cir. 1989). The 
Appellants respectfully submit that Si gaud fails to disclose the 
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feature recited in claim 65 of a personal security device (PSD) 
that executes an authentication policy, shared with an 
authentication server , upon receiving a request identifying the 
user associated with the PSD . Although the discussion provided 
above in connection with claim 40 is similarly relevant to 
distinguishing claim 65 from Sigaud and is incorporated here by 
reference, the Appellants provide a more focused discussion 
directed to the specific features recited in claim 65, below. 

The Advisory Action proposes that the claimed PSD corresponds 
to Sigaud' s smart card and further proposes that Sigaud' s 
disclosure in column 3, lines 30-34, establishes the basis for the 
proposed correspondence (Advisory Action section 2, lines 10-11) . 
In the cited portion of the specification, Sigaud discloses that 
"[e]ach of the terminals 2 is equipped with a security application 
constituted by a piece of software 27 and a physical link 20 with 
a reader 21 of portable objects 22. These portable objects can be 
chip cards or PC/MCIA cards." A comparison of the cited disclosure 
with the Advisory Action' s proposal reinforces the inference that 
the smart card denominated in the Advisory Action refers to 
Sigaud' s disclosed portable user object 22, which may be a chip 
card or PCMCIA card. 

As discussed in connection with claim 40, Sigaud discloses in 
Fig. 1 that a user connects to a protected network, via a user 
station 2, by indicating the IP address of a security processor 1 
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and the port number assigned to the application he wishes to use 
(Sigaud col. 4, lines 28-31) . Security processor 1 searches in a 
table for a security script associated with the port number sent by 
user station 2 and then establishes a communication with a security 
application 27, contained in user station 2, so as to implement the 
security script for authenticating a portable user object 22 and 
the identification of the user through his PIN (col. 4, lines 33- 
39, and col. 2, lines 54-55) . 

Security application 27 operates with an operating system of 
the window-display type, such as Windows® software (col. 4, lines 
16-19) . Once security software 27 is executed, user station 2 
displays a main window (see Fig. 2F) that enables a user of the 
terminal to activate a security connection with application 
server-1 30, deactivate the security connection, or exit from the 
application (col. 4, lines 19-25). 

Accordingly, Sigaud' s explicit description of the system 
eliminates the prospect that the authentication policy is 
executed in portable user object 22, as proposed in the Advisory 
Action. Although portable user object 22 may contain information 
used by an authentication policy, Sigaud expressly states that 
software security application 27 is executed by user station 2, 
rather than portable user object 22 as proposed in the Advisory 
Action. 
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In accordance with the above discussion, the Appellants 
respectfully submit that Sigaud does not anticipate the subject 
matter defined by claim 65. More specifically, Sigaud does not 
disclose the claimed feature of a PSD that executes an 
authentication policy, shared with an authentication server, upon 
receiving a request identifying the user associated with the PSD. 
Therefore, reversal of the rejection of claim 40 and its 
dependent claims is warranted. 

Moreover, the dependent claims recite subject matter that 
provides an independent basis for their individual allowability. 
The applied art fails to teach or suggest at least the following 
subject matter of the dependent claims. Claim 66 is allowable 
for the further reason that it recites the feature of being 
functionally connected to at least one local client using the at 
least one device connection. Claim 67 is allowable for the 
further reason that it recites the feature of being functionally 
connected to at least one authentication server using the at 
least one network connection. Claim 68 is allowable for the 
further reason that it recites the feature of being functionally 
connected to a plurality of local clients using the at: least one 
device connection. Claim 69 is allowable for the further reason 
that it recites the feature of being functionally connected to a 
plurality of authentication servers using the at least one 
network connection. Claim 70 is allowable for the further reason 
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that it recites that the PSD is a physical device. Claim 71 is 
allowable for the further reason that it recites that the PSD is 
a virtual device. 

VIII. CONCLUSION 

In view of the law and facts stated herein, it is 
respectfully submitted that all pending claims define patentable 
subject matter. 

Therefore, reversal of all outstanding grounds of rejections 
is respectfully solicited. 
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IX. APPENDIX: THE CLAIMS ON APPEAL 

40. A data processing system for performing authentications 
and business transactions comprising: 

at least one local client configured to support at least one 
network connection; 

at least one authentication server configured to perform 
authentications according to a predetermined authentication 
policy and further configured to support at least one network 
connection ; 

an intelligent portable device configured to support a 
personal security device (PSD) , at least one device connection 
and at least one network connection; and 

a PSD which is functionally connected to said intelligent 
portable device and configured to generate authentication 
information according to said predetermined authentication 
policy, and which is associated to an identified user, wherein: 

said at least one local client and said at least one 
authentication server are functionally connected to each other 
over at least one network connection, 

said predetermined authentication policy is functionally 
stored within said PSD and said at least one authentication 
server , and 

said at least one local client comprises an activator of an 
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authentication according to said authentication policy between 
said PSD and said at least one authentication server upon an 
action of said identified user on said at least one local client. 

41. The data processing system according to claim 40, 
wherein : 

said at least one local client is configured to support at 
least one device connection; and 

said intelligent portable device is functionally connected 
to said at least one local client through said at least one 
device connection of said at least one local client and further 
configured as a hardware device peripheral which allows the PSD 
to communicate said authentication information to said at least 
one authentication server using said at least one network 
connection of said at least one local client. 

42. The data processing system according to claim 41, 
wherein said device connection between said at least one local 
client and said intelligent portable device is selected from the 
group consisting of a direct connection, an optical connection, a 
wireless RF connection or an electro-acoustical connection. 

43. The data processing system according to claim 40, 
wherein said predetermined authentication policy includes 
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asynchronous authentication means, synchronous authentication 
means and cryptography means . 

44. The data processing system according to claim 40, 
comprising at least two local clients respectively functionally 
connected to at least two authentication servers over at least 
one network connection, wherein each of said at least two local 
clients is configured to support at least one device connection, 
and wherein said intelligent portable device is functionally 
connected to each of said at least two local clients through said 
at least one device connection of each of said at least two local 
clients and further configured as a hardware device peripheral . 

45. The data processing system according to claim 40, 
wherein said intelligent portable device is functionally 
connected to said at least one authentication server through at 
least one network connection and configured as an independent 
portable device which allows the PSD to communicate said 
authentication information to said at least one authentication 
server using said at least one network connection. 

46. The data processing system according to claim 45, 
wherein said at least one network connection between said at 
least one authentication server and said intelligent portable 
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device is selected from the group consisting of a wireless RF 
network and a digital cellular network. 

47. The data processing system according to claim 45, 
wherein said intelligent portable device is functionally 
connected to said at least one authentication server through at 
least two network connections over at least two networks, a first 
network connection being dedicated for sending a first portion of 
said authentication information and a second network connection 
being dedicated for sending a second portion of said 
authentication information . 

48. The data processing system according to claim 40, 
wherein a plurality of network and device connections are 
facilitated using said intelligent portable device. 

49. The data processing system according to claim 40, 
wherein said intelligent portable device is configured! as a 
hardware device peripheral . 

50. The data processing system according to claim 40, 
wherein said intelligent portable device is configured as an 
independent intelligent portable device. 



51. The data processing system according to claim 40, 
wherein said predetermined authentication policy includes 
asynchronous authentication means and cryptography means . 

52. The data processing system according to claim 40, 
wherein said predetermined authentication policy includes 
synchronous authentication means and cryptography means . 

53 . A method for performing authentications and business 
transactions comprising : 

networking an intelligent portable device configured to 
support a functionally connected personal security device (PSD) , 
to at least one authentication server using a network connection, 
wherein a shared predetermined authentication policy is 
functionally stored in said at least one authentication server 
and said PSD; 

initiating an authentication request by an identified user 
on at least one local client, wherein said identified user is 
associated with said PSD; 

sending the request to said at least one authentication 
server, wherein said at least one local client and said at least 
one authentication server are functionally connected to each 
other by a networks- 
authenticating said identified user using said predetermined 
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authentication policy between said PSD and said at least one 
authentication server ; and 

allowing said identified user access to the network 
following successful authentication for purposes of performing 
additional transactions . 

54. The method according to claim 53, wherein said 
authentication request includes at least one unique identifier 
associated with said identified user. 

55. The method according to claim 54, wherein said at least 
one unique identifier is used by said at least one authentication 
server for locating and communicating with said intelligent 
portable device associated with said identified user. 

56. The method according to claim 54, wherein said at least 
one unique identifier is used by said at least one authentication 
server for locating and communicating with another intelligent 
portable device associated with a second level approver. 

57. The method according to claim 53, wherein a plurality 
of authentications are facilitated using said shared 
predetermined authentication policy. 
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58. The method according to claim 53, further comprising an 
authentication of said identified user to said PSD by entry of a 
Personal Identification Number . 

59. The method according to claim 53, further comprising an 
authentication of said identified user to said PSD by entry of a 
biometric result. 

60. The method according to claim 58 or 59, wherein said 
entry is conducted using a user interface and display associated 
with said intelligent portable device. 

61. The method according to claim 58 or 59, wherein said 
entry is conducted using a user interface and display associated 
with said at least one local client. 

62. The method according to claim 58 or 59, wherein 
exceeding a maximum number of attempts at authentication ends the 
authentication . 

63 . The method according to claim 53 , wherein said shared 
predetermined authentication policy includes asynchronous 
authentication and cryptography, and wherein exceeding a 
predetermined response time ends the authentication. 
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64. The method according to claim 53, further comprising 
business transactions . 

65. An intelligent portable data processing device for 
performing authentications and business transactions comprising a 
user interface, a display, data processing means, data storage 
means, at least one device connection and at least one network 
connection, further comprising: 

a personal security device (PSD) configured to generate 
authentication information according to a predetermined 
authentication policy which is shared with at least one remote 
authentication server, wherein said PSD is associated to an 
identified user; and 

means for transferring to the PSD a request for 
authentication with said at least one authentication server, 
using said shared predetermined authentication policy, upon 
reception of said request, if said request contains an identifier 
of said identified user. 

66. The intelligent portable data processing device 
according to claim 65, functionally connected to at least one 
local client using said at least one device connection. 
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67 . The intelligent portable data processing device 
according to claim 65 or 66, functionally connected to at least 
one authentication server using said at least one network 
connection . 

68 . The intelligent portable data processing device 
according to claim 65, functionally connected to a plurality of 
local clients using said at least one device connection. 

69. The intelligent portable data processing device 
according to claim 65 or 68, functionally connected to a 
plurality of authentication servers using said at least one 
network connection . 

70 . The intelligent portable data processing device 
according to claim 65, wherein the PSD is a physical device. 

71. The intelligent portable data processing device 
according to claim 65, wherein the PSD is a virtual device. 
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